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9-11: VOICES ECHO
BY BENJAMIN BOONE

Instrumentation:

1 Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes

2 Bassoons

3 Bb Clarinets
Bass Clarinets
Contrabass Clarinet

1 Soprano Saxophone
1 Alto Saxophones
1 Tenor Saxophone

1 Baritone Saxophone

4 Horns in F

3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Euphonium
1 Tuba
1 Double Bass

Piano

Timpani
8 (or more) Percussionists

Percussion Part 1: (one player) xylophone, glockenspiel, vibraphone, bowed
crotales.

Percussion Part 2: (one player) marimba, bowed crotales.

Percussion Part 3: (one player) marimba, vibes, suspended cymbal, snare, crash
cymbal.

P};rcussion Part 4: (one player) bowed crotales, suspended cymbal array
(including china boys), crash cymbals.

Percussion Part 5: (option for multiple players) bowed crotales, bass drum
(optional: 2 BD heads and /or 2 bass drums in balcony or behind audience).
Percussion Part 6: (one player) thunder sheets, toms, nut shaker, glockenspiel,
woodblock (or temple block), dark suspended cymbal, dark tam-tam, chimes.
Percussion Part 7: (one player) gong, crash cymbal, 2 tam-tams, triangle, hi-hat,
sizzle cymbal.

Percussion Part 8: (one player) metal trash can, chains, breakables and debris, hi-
hat, toms, tambourine, congas.

Note to conductor and percussionists: Many of the more exotic percussion
instruments can be shared by players using the same equipment at different
times.

This is a transposed score
Duration: 22:52



Technical Considerations

The vocal tracks can be played back in quad, using Protools software, or in stereo, using a CD. In
both cases, it is suggested that a minimum of four speakers be used, two in front (to the left and
right of the band) and two in the back or at the sides of the hall (also on the left and right). Stereo
(or quad) separation is central to the effectiveness of the vocal tracks. It is suggested that one
person be responsible for operating the software or CD deck, while another follows the score and
cues the operator. In the case of a CD player, the operator will begin each track at the point the
track number appears in the score. After the playing of the first track, the operator will cycle
through these tasks: pause after last line of track, forward to next track, confirm track number,
wait for cue, play next track on cue (Repeat). The operator must familiarize themselves with the
last words of each track, so that they know when to pause the track. Balance is an inherent
problem with this type of piece, so the director and technician should work together to ensure a
proper mix.

Performance Notes

The work is constructed to minimize the number of cues the director must follow. Cues such as
“September 11%, 20017/ (beat) HIT” mean that after the words in quotes, wait one beat, then cue
the band. Dialogue in parenthesis is included for general reference only. The emotional arch of
the work is chaos and incomprehensibility to sadness and a bit of hope. Musically, this is
accomplished by a gradual movement from clusters to stacks of open fifths in increasingly
higher tessituras. The beginning sustained notes, and similar passages, should be played with no
vibrato. The pianist may use a folded up hand towel to execute the fierce glissando runs, raking
them fiercely across the black and white keys. Sections like measure 36 (especially 109) of Mvt. [
should be fiercely attacked — even angrily attacked — and driven forward (i.e. at 231 slight
crescendos on the three eighth notes, etc.). In Mvt. II, make sure the lowest tone of the fifth stacks
are solid so that maximum resonance can occur. Tune with the overtones. At the end of each
movement, there is a choral passage that is to be sung by members of the ensemble that are not
playing at the time. The vocal lines are in the instrumental part — they are on a separate part that
should be distributed to all members of the band. For rehearsal purposes, the pianist has cues of
the vocal parts. It is highly effective to invite a trained chorus to sing with the group, placing
them in the balcony or in the rear of the auditorium.

Program Note

Much of the raw material for this piece was written on the afternoon of September 11,
2001. After becoming saturated with hours and hours of images of the tragedy on the
television, I went to my MIDI piano and began to play into my music notation program.
I didn’t know what else to do — how else to digest the horror that was unfolding. The
result was pure rage, anger and profound sadness.

Just prior to that, I had received a California State University Research, Scholarship and
Creative Activities Award to compose a work incorporating student input. When I
discussed with students what I should write about, the overwhelming response was the
attack. I met with students on several occasions, soliciting musical ideas and began
work. After several trials, I felt my efforts were hollow and overly sentimental. For the
first time, I revisited the music I played on 9-11 and realized that this raw emotional
outpouring would be a fitting basis of the work. I then decided that the best way involve
students was to use their voices in the musical texture. As [ interviewed them, the
students grappled for meaning, for words and for understanding, as many of us do to
this day. The result is the piece you will hear tonight - a piece that I hope will cause all of
us to reflect on 9-11 and its implications for our lives and our country’s life. As one
student says, “I hope that we will learn from this, that our country will learn from this.”

About the Composer

Benjamin Boone, originally from Statesville, North Carolina, currently resides in California,
where he is an Assistant Professor of Music at California State University, Fresno. With eclectic
musical interests, Boone has conducted extensive research on speech pitch, assisted a biologist
with the infrasonic recording of rhinoceros vocalizations in Zimbabwe and Zambia, served as a
music business manager in New York City and performed as a saxophone soloist across the U.S.
and Europe. Other works for wind ensemble include his saxophone concerto Squeeze and his
saxophone quartet concerto Vicissitudes (which was premiered at Carnegie Hall). For a complete
biography, discography, works list, honors, etc., visit <www.BenjaminBoone.com>
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Track 1: "September 11th, 2001.
You never knew it would happen."
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