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The Scholar
!
A young mind is filled with copious ideas. Even the tiniest germ of a thought can blossom into 
the most grandiose fantasy. Sometimes these ideas expand and become more complex, 
especially in the mind of a student who is eager to learn. The Scholar is a short, fun work for 
concert band that begins a simple melody that is repeated throughout the piece and explored 
with greater complexity each time, much like ideas in the learning or growing mind.  

Richard Hembree 
Born November 12th, 1986 

Richard Ross Hembree was born in Victorville, CA. He 
grew up in Visalia, where he attended College of the 
Sequoias before transferring to California State 
University, Fresno. While studying at Fresno State, 
Richard began writing music for wind ensemble. In 
2009, he became a finalist in the 2nd International 
Frank Ticheli Composition Contest for his grade 2 
piece entitled Dreamcatcher. He has since written 
seventeen works for band and orchestra as well as five 
woodwind quintets. 

In 2013, Richard graduated from CSU, Fresno with a 
Master of Arts degree in Horn performance. He is 
currently freelancing around the Central Valley and 
hopes to become a world-renown Hornist and 
composer. 
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