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Instrumentation

1 - Conductor Score 3 - Baritone (+ 2 T.C.)
10 - Flute 4 — Tuba

2 - Oboe 1 - Timpani

2 — Bassoon 2 - Percussion 1

Snare Drum

5 - Clarinet 1 2 - Percussion 2

5 - Clarinet 2 Thyneer Toms

2 - Bass Clarinet % clfa‘fhrcfﬁ,ff ion 3

4 — Alto Saxophone 2 - Percussion 4

2 - Tenor Saxophone 5 T;[S:;;Zt 1

2 - Baritone Saxophone el

4 - Trumpet 1 2- )gz/llo?hlolnft 2

4 — Trumpet 2 2 - Mallet 3
Vibraphone (Optional)

4 -Hornin F 2 _ Mallet 4

6 - Trombone Marimba (Optional)



Distancia

Distancia is an energetic work for young bands that evokes excitement and mystery,
both in the rhythmic drive of the piece and the B-flat harmonic minor scale on which it is
built. A frenetic opening sets the mood, shifting to a number of percussive elements that
sustain the drive and intensity of the piece. The leveled orchestration exposes a haunting
melody in the upper woodwinds while the percussion and brass add a bold determination
to the texture. The middle of the piece is a beautiful, yet simple song, presented by a flute
soloist and supported by the warmth and richness of the rest of the woodwind section.
The transition once again returns to the stacking of B-flat harmonic minor pitches,
creating tension and excitement that builds to an aggressive conclusion.

Steve McKeithen

b. August 14, 1970

Steve McKeithen is the Associate Director of Bands at California State University,
Fresno, where he directs the Bulldog Marching Band, Symphonic Band, and the
Bulldog Basketball Band in addition to teaching music education courses. For the
first time in program history, The 2015 Bulldog Marching Band was named an
“Ensemble of Excellence” by the College Band Directors National Association for
its juried submission of their performance of “Wicked.”

Before coming to Fresno State, Mr. McKeithen was the Assistant Director of
Bands at Northwestern State University, in Natchitoches, Louisiana. While at
Northwestern State, he directed the Spirit of Northwestern Marching Band, Wind
Ensemble, and Magale Symphonic Band, as well as teaching conducting classes and
select music education courses. The Spirit of Northwestern was selected as an
“Ensemble of Excellence” by the College Band Directors Association, Southern
Division during the 2013 season as the result of a juried video submission.

Mr. McKeithen is the former Director of Bands for Seguin High School and
served as the Instrumental Music Coordinator for the Seguin Independent School
District in Seguin, Texas. Under his direction, the Seguin Band program was
recognized for successful performances at WGI, Bands of America, Texas State
Wind Ensemble Festival, Percussive Arts Society Convention, UIL State Marching Contest and at the Bands of
America National Concert Band and Percussion Festival. Mr. McKeithen also taught for ten years as a brass
instructor for the Madison Scouts, the Glassmen, and Spirit of Atlanta.

Mr. McKeithen completed his coursework for the Doctorate of Musical Arts in Conducting at Arizona State
University (ABD), earned a Master of Science in Music Education and Conducting from the University of Illinois,
and a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from the University of Florida. His professional affiliations include
CBDNA, CBDA, CMEA, and NAfME. Mr. McKeithen is an active designer, program consultant, clinician, curriculum
consultant, conductor and adjudicator of concert bands and marching bands, and serves as President of the Central
Section CMEA.
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