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1 - Conductors Score

5-Flute 1

5 - Flute 2

2 - Oboe
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1 - Eb Clarinet
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Instrumentation
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Overture to the Great Hall

The journey of this piece from its inception to publication spans decades. Composed in 1998, “Overture” was the very first piece
composed for band, premiered in concert by the Seymour High School band in 1999, and conducted by the composer on his final high school
concert.

A decade after its premiere as the composer pursued post-bachelor music education for teaching licensure, a local community band
director and college music professor, Dr. Larry Smithee, asked Shaun to write a piece for his band to premiere in their brand-new venue.

Having completed his undergraduate and graduate composition programs, Shaun was curious what could be done with his very first
composition with the new knowledge he had acquired through his college studies. Dr. Smithee was delighted at the possibility of hearing a
revised version of Shaun’s first piece of music, so they agreed to pursue the composer’s curiosity.

A new version, “Overture for the Great Hall” was created, commemorating Maryville College’s Clayton Center for the Arts in Maryville,
Tennessee, and premiered on the Maryville Community Band'’s first performance on their new stage in the Spring of 2010. Three years later
in 2013, Shaun’s first publication for educational concert band was then released.

In honing his craft to support music education standards, Shaun realized the potential of this piece to serve an educational role for the
high school-aged band student. In 2018, Shaun began major rewrites to “Overture for the Great Hall” after band director Dr. Eric Simpson
asked that Overture be premiered once again, this time to commemorate Maryville College’s bicentennial. Unfortunately, this premiere was
cancelled as a global pandemic shut down arts organizations across the world.

The origin story of this work is a journey of determination, curiosity, and perseverance. It is the composer’s hope that “Overture for
the Great Hall” offers a performance experience unlike any other. Performing in the grandeur of the Clayton Center is an opportunity that
one hopes every musician can experience. Enjoy the work that began this composer’s journey, and may it inspire every musician to come to
persevere and enjoy success in music performance.

Shaun Salem
Born September 26, 1980

Shaun Salem is a music educator, conductor, and composer
with a master’s degree in music composition from the
University of South Florida and a bachelor’s degree from
Middle Tennessee State University. He began composing at
the age of 14 under the tutelage of composer W. Mark Harrell,
a French Horn player with the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra
whose compositions are regularly commissioned by the KSO.
Shaun studied music composition under composers Michael
Linton, Paul Osterfield, David McKay, Paul Reller, Michael
Sidney Timpson, and Chi Chun Chi Sun Li. He devotes his
music efforts to concert band literature, film scores, classical
music, and modern contemporary styles, working diligently to
give students a quality educational performance experience in
every work.

Additionally, Shaun has been a licensed instrumental music
educator since 2011 and has worked closely with area band
directors and instrumental instructors for several years,
including nationally recognized music educators George
Hayden and Roann Romines. Works from Shaun’s WindSaga
series have been programmed at multiple clinics, honor bands, and by college bands across the United States. Shaun’s 2014 work, “Call of the
Wild” (for intermediate band) was awarded “Editor’s Choice” by ].W. Pepper, and his 2015 work, “Windfall” received special recognition in
Bandworld Magazine’s Top 100 list of new works. Shaun has also been called upon to arrange band and percussion music for local marching
bands including Knoxville Central High School and Alcoa High School.

Shaun lives in Maryville, Tennessee with his beautiful wife and children. He is a regular participant and occasional guest conductor in
community bands including the Tennessee Wind Symphony and the Maryville College Community Band. He teaches percussion at
Montgomery Ridge Intermediate School and Maryville Junior High School while also serving as an instructor for George Hayden’s world-
renowned, elementary grade-level Wind Ensemble, recognized for excellence in 2007 when the ensemble was invited to perform at the
Midwest Band Clinic in Chicago, IL. If you are a director who enjoys programming works by this composer, find and connect with Shaun
Salem on Facebook to share your group’s performances of his works (facebook.com/shaun.salem). Recordings of all Shaun’s works can be
found at GPGMusic.com or by web search on YouTube.
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